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Nicholas Spencer, charismatic head of the medical research company Gen-Stone, involved in the

development of an anticancer vaccine, suddenly disappears.  Early results of the vaccine seemed

highly promising. Yet, coinciding with Spencer's disappearance is news that the FDA is denying

approval. Then comes the shocking revelation that Spencer had looted Gen-Stone of huge sums of

money.  Marcia "Carley" DeCarlo, a columnist for Wall Street Weekly, is assigned to cover the story.

Carley is the stepsister of Spencer's wife, Lynn, an aggressive PR woman and socialite, whom she

dislikes and distrusts.  As Carley proceeds with her investigation, she is confronted by seemingly

impenetrable questions: Is Nicholas Spencer dead or in hiding? Was he guilty or set up? Why the

sudden reversal in medical opinion of the vaccine from recognition to condemnation? As the facts

unfold, Carley becomes the target of a dangerous group involved in a sinister and fraudulent

scheme.
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We can't really remember Clark's first dozen or so books that well, but her novels from this latest

decade invariably feature high-achieving leading ladies who prevail above all to solve the mystery at

hand. If we have a peeve, it's that these "wonder women" do so while looking glamorous at all

times, while outsmarting every other character in the book (including almost always the police), by

outrunning or outgunning everybody intent on doing them harm, etc. You get the drift -- interesting

fiction but hardly real life.So it was good to read a story, featuring leading lady Carley De Carlo, a

financial free-lance writer and new employee of "Wall Street Weekly", where the plot and main



premise are not overshadowed so totally by the star woman at hand. Our interest was captured at

the outset in learning that Nicholas Spencer, CEO of a firm close to a cancer vaccine solution, has

died in a small aircraft crash, after absconding with what millions were left in the company, having

discovered that the vaccine is a failure. But then he is spotted in Switzerland?The book alternates

between searching for Spencer (or at least the truth) and a series of serial killings (done with little

explicit action, mostly away from the narrative) by one of the numerous investors, large and small,

who were stung by the company financially as well as disappointed by the lack of the promising

vaccine, often the only hope of their loved ones. The killer eventually sets his sights on Carley, and

it remains til near the end to see who comes out with the real story about everything.
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